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ture of them, and are understood so when they are
made; or else they that hear them do not under-
stand them as all human appointments ought to be
understood. I do confess it would be better not to
make an absolute promise at all, but to express the
condition or reserve with the promise, and say, I
will if I can ; or, I will if people are just to me, and
perform their promises to me.

But the importunity of the person who demands
the payment will not permit it; nothing short of a
positive promise will satisfy ; they never believe the
person intends to perform, if he makes the least re-
serve or condition in his promise, though, at the
same time they know that even the nature and the
reason of the promise strongly imply the condition ;
and the importunity of the creditor occasions the
breach which he reproaches the debtor with the
Immorality of.

Custom, indeed, has driven us beyond the limits
of our morals in many things, which trade makes
necessary, and which we can now very rarely avoid;
so that if we must pretend to go back to the literal
sense of the command, if our yea must be yea, and
our nay, nay, why, then, it is impossible for trades-
men to be Christians, and we must unhinge all bu-
siness, act upon new principles in trade, and go on
by new rules; in short, we must shut up shop, and
leave of trade, and so in many things we must leave
off living; for as conversation is called life, we must
leave off to converse. All the ordinary communi-
cation of life is now full of lying; and what with
table-lies, salutation-lies, and trading-lies, there is
no such thing as every man speaking truth with his
neighbour.

But this is a subject would launch me out beyond
my present bounds, and make a book by itself; I
return to the case particularly in hand, promises of